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 mntmoio Plainneſs ; even the Defence 1 made at TOUR LORD-| 


2 10 the RIGHT HONOURABLE | "1'Y 
THE 

Lords Spiritual and Temporal, | a 

| 1-8 

An | be 


PARLIAMENT Aﬀembled. 


Mayi it Pleaſe Your Lordſhips, 


T hath been my Hard Fortune to & Miſunderſtood, at 4 
time when T endeavour d to Expreſs my ſelf with the 


SHIPS Bar, in hopes of Clearing the Innocence of my H. eart, 
hath been grievouſly Miſrepreſented. For which reaſon 1. 
have humbly Preſum'd to Offer it in This manner to TN 
LORDSHIPS Peruſal. 

M LORDS, Theſe are the very Words 1 ſpoke to 7 OUR | 
 LORDSAHIPS.” I hope they are ſo Plain, and 2 gh as 

wot to be capable of any Miſconſtrultion : and may TI ſo fd orde 
Aſercy at the Hands of God; as they are in every Reſpect, that 


5 tat ire Agreeable to my T7, boughts, and ee * " 
Tam, >. 1 

M Y L 0 kt D 8, Fon 

YOUR LORDSHIPS moſt Obedient, 7 js 

: and moſt Dutiful Servant, wha 
Henry Saabeverell. po 
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Fy HE Defence made by My bunt a been 1 F raff 1200 
Particular, and the Tryal it ſelf drawn out into ſo Great 
2 Length, that I Thould not Add to Your Lordſhips Trouble by 
ſaying any Thing for My Self, did I not think that in ſuch a 
_ | Cauſe, as This, (wherein the Doctrine of Our Church, the Dig- 
nity of That Holy Order, to which I belong, and eventhe Com- 
mon Intereſt of Chriſtianity it ſelf are fo nearly Concern'd) it 
becomes Me not to be altogether Silent. 
For, My Lords, it has been Own'd by ſome-of the Managers 
fir the Honourable Houſe of Comics, that tho' I am the Per= 
| ſon Impeacb'd, yet My Condemnation is not the Thing prinei- 
pally Aim'd at. I am, it ſeems, an Inſignificant Tool of a Party, 
| not worth Regarding; the Avow'd Deſi n of My Impeach- 
| ment is, by the Means of it to procure an Eternal and Indelible | 
Brand of Infamy to be fixt in a Parliamentary way, on All choſe, ' 
who Maintain the Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance, and to have the 
15 Clergy directed what Dretrines they are to Preach and what 
RD - | not. And therefore, as inſignificant as I am in my Self, yet the 
eart, C onſequences of My Tryal (if 1ightlyrepreſented to Your Lords 
» J. ſhips by ſome of Thoſe C entlemen) Are of the higheſt Moment, 7 
| 
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and Importance. ; 
Since I am the Unfortunzte Occaſion of bringing theſe Mat- 
ters in Judgment before Your Lordſhips, it will behove Me, 1 
25 R think, after what has been Pleaded in My Behalf by My Coug- 
cil Learned in the Law, to ſay ſomewhat alſo for My Seif, in 
Fd! 'order to Clear the Inhocence of My Intentions, ant Remove 
jet, that Load of Guilt and Infamy, which may be laid upon Me, 
| ſhould Your Lordſhips Determine, (as, I Truſt in Gd, You - 
| will not) that the Articles of Impeachment Exhibited, ha ve been 
made Good againſt Me. 
Wich Your Lordſhips permiſſion then, I mall lay be FER You; 
ſome few General Remarks, which in my humble Opinion may 
be added ro what My Council have already Obferv'd, concern- 
P "(i g the Methods takett by the Managers for the Honourtble 


Houſe of Commons, to Pfove and Support the ee of tlieir 

Charge. And ſhall theft with Tour Lordhips Leave ſay ſonie= 

what ererally to the Articles themſelves, which may ſerve to 

> ps | Remind Your Lordſhips of what my Ccuncil before fter . 
” # 
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more at large; and wich Greater ee 94 | 

My Lords, the Charge — — © againſt Me in theſe Aan | 
is of a very High, and Heinous Nature; and had. ic been as Clear . 
| ly: Made outg as ir has Desk firogely Ati i: adds 


E Have Expos'd Me vo à verySevere Sentence. But the more Hei- 
| rfous the Charge is, the more Evident and Undeniable, I ſhould - | 
| think, the Proof ought to be. And how, My Lords, has this 
Charge been Supported in the Several Articles of it? By Plain, 
Direct, and Expreſs Paſlages produc'd, and read to Your Lord- | 
| ſhips out of My Sermons; or by Intendments, Unneceſſary Im- 
| plications, and Strain d Conſtructions ? By laying Entire Sen- 
| eences before Your Lordſhips, and Relying upon what was 
| Manifeſtly contain'd in Them; or by Piecing Broken Senten- 
ces, and Conjoyning Diſtant and Independent Paſſages, in order 
to make Me Speak, what I never Thought of? I am Unac- | 
| guainted,; My Lords, with the Methods of Legal Proof, and lit- 
tle thought I ſhould have had This Occaſion of Enquiring into | 
Them. But, as far as I am able to Comprehend any thing of 
| This Nature, Lſhould think, that there cannot bea Clearer Indi- 
| Cation that I am not Guilty of having Aſſerted what I am | 
| Charg'd by the Several Articles to have ſaid, than that ſo many | 
Hours Learning. and Eloquence have beenEmploy'd in Proving. | 
Mie to have ſaid it. Had I really Aﬀirm'd thoſe Propoſitions for | 
which am Accus'd, My Sermons being before Your Lordſhips, \ 
the Places wherein ſach Propoſitions were directly Contain'd, | 
might kave been referr'd to, and Read, with the ſame Eaſe as 
y Council referr'd. to the Paſſages contain'd in the ſeverat 2 
| Writings, and Sermons of the Reverend Fathers, and Other | 
| Ernin*tic Divines of Our Church, wherein They Taught the . 
| Lofrie of Non-Reſiſtance in the fame Extent as I Maintain'd 
it, or in Terms much Stronger. Theſe Paſſages, produc'd by 
| My Council, were bravely Read to Your Lordlhips: No Argu- 
ment, no Colours were us'd, becauſe None were Neceſſary ro | 77 
| prove-what Propoſitions were laid down in thoie Paſſages; | © 
| Whereas to Prove Me Guilty of having Aﬀerted what is laid | 
to my Charge, aſter my Sermon and Prefaces were Read to Your | „ 
' Lordſhips, much Art, and Induſtry were us'd to Perſwade Your 
Tordſhips, that ſach Aſſertions were really Containd in Them. 
| © My Lords, when my Words were Capable of Two Senſes, | 
| the Work, and moſt Invidious, tho? at the ſame time the moſt 
Strain'd, and Unnatural Conſtruction, has been always made of |} 
Them. Nay, when my Words were ſo Plain and Expreſs, that 
it was imroffible to put any Criminal Gloſſes or Colours upon 
them, have been Accus'd of Meaning the Direct contrary to 
V/nuc 7 have ſaid: And when I preſs'd the Duty of Allegiance te | 
the Queen Your Lordſhips were told, that it was moſt certain, 
eat the Pretender. To- Aggravatg my Guilt, 1 have been 
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Accus d not only for what I am Suppos'd to have Said,” brefer 
hat Iam-Allow'd not to have Said: not only for what I have 
1. | taken Notice of in my Sermons, but for what 7 have paſs'd by 


. Unobſerv'd: I have been Charg'd with Negative Crimes; as f 
. I Omitted to ſay, had been Omitted with Deſign, and my 
2 | - Stlence it ſelf were Criminal. Theſe, My Lords, are the Me- 
7 thods, that have been madeuſe of to Proveme Guilty of Crimes, 


| which if Prov'd, might Affect my Liberty and Fortune; No fa- 
'« | © Yourable Allowances have been made to a Miniſter of the Go- 
| fpel, Diſcharging the Duty of His Function, and Rebuking Vice 


5 | and Irreligion with an Honeſt and well- meant Zeal, but ſome- 
times perhaps carrying Him into Fxpreſſions too Open, and Un- 
-_ | guarded. I could Add, My Lords, if ſuch a Complaint might 
0 not be Thought Improper from One in my Circumſtances, that, 
"= in the Courſe of my Accuſation, I have been Stil'd a Criminal, 
-_ | and Treated as Such by ſome of theſe Honourable Gentlemen, 
m | With a Degree of Scorn, and h an from which I hopd my 
„ Profeſſion, my Preſent Unhappy Condition, and a Re- 
ad | gard to this Solemn and Awful Judicature might have Screen'd 
me. But, My Lords, I lay aſide all Complaints of This Nature, 
and with YourLordſhips Leave ſhall proceed to make ſome few, 


hort Obſervations upon the ſeveral Branches of the Charge 
„ Exhibited againſt me. I am Charg'd, My Lords, in the Firſt 
Article, with having Maintain'd, That the Neceſſary M2ans us d 
to bring about the Late Happy Revolution were Odious and 
Unjuſtitiable; in Proof of which it has been urg'd, that I have 
in General Terms aſſerted, the Utter Illeg ility of Reſiſtanee to 
the Supreme Power upon any Pretence whatioever. My Lords, 
The Reſiſtance in That Paſſage by me Condemn'd, is no where 
by me Applied to the Revolution; nor is ic Applicable to the 
Cale of the Revolution, the Supreme Power not being then 
Reſiſted. My Lords I neither expreſly Apply'd my Doctrine 
ol Non-Reſiftance to the Caſe of the Revolution, nor had I the 
leaſt Thoughts of Including the Revolution under my General 
Aſſertion. I Expreſs'd This Doctrine in the lame General Terms 
in which I Found it Deliver'd by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, I Tauglit 
it as I had Learnt it, from the Homilies of our Church, and as 
I was Injoyn'd to Teach ir, by the Articles of Our Religion. 1 
us'd no Other Language, than what had been Us'd by Our Firit 
Retormers, by a Continued Series of Right Reverend Prelates, 
and Other Celebrated Digines now with God, and by many of 
thoſe Venerable Fathers, before u hom I ſtand, and what is per- 
fectly Agrgcable to the Laws, and Statutes of e * 


tte RSCalan to Apprenend that 1 could ever have been AC- 


 Ens'd by the Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons to Your 
| Lordſhips as a Criminal, or as an Aſperſer of the Memory of 
the Late King, for Preaching This Doctrine; when Others, who | - 
| Preach'd the Same Doctrine, in the Same Terms, before Their | 
| Late Aa jeſties, before Our Preſent Gracions Sovereign, (whom - | 
I pray God long to Preſerve; before Each Houſe of Parliament, 


before This very Houſe of Commons, have Met with Publick 


Approbation: But ſince it is my Singular Mis fortune to be Ac- 


cus'd, for what Others have. Receiv'd Thanks, in ſome Inſtances 


convey d to Them, by ſeveral of the Managers Themſeives, 1 
do with all humble Confidence rely upon Tout Lord fhips Juſtice; 


pot doubting but that the Learned the Judges, if thought Ne- 


cęſſary to be Conſulted, will Declare, what I have in This Caſe 
Aſſerted, Doctrine of the Goſpel. The Doctrine I preach'd 
being the Doctrine of the Homilies of Our Church, not ex- 
preſs'd only in a Few particular Paſſages of thoſe Homilies, but 
perfectly Agree able to the whole Tenor, the main Scope and 
Deſign of them; And thoſe Homilies being Eſtabliſn'd by the 


Thirty Nine Articles, as containing Godly and wholeſeme 


Doctrine; and thoſe Articles being confirm d by the 13th of Q. 
Eliz.; and that Statute being made Perpetual, and Fundamental 
to Our Conftitution by the Late Act of Union; I leave it to 
Your Lordſhips to conſider, how far the Condemnarion of Me, 
on the Account of That Doctrine, may Affect, and Shake the 
prelent Frame of the Britiſh Conſtitution, in Church, and State, 


and tend to Diſſolve the Union of the Two Kingdoms. 


My Lords, upon the Second Article, I would humb'y pray Yeur Lord- 


ſhi s to conſider, that 1 have nv where in My Sermon thewn any the leaſt 


Dillike of the indulgence Granted by Law to Diffenters ; that, on the con- 


| xrary, I have Deciard My Approbation of it in the moſt exprels Terms 


| imaginable, which T beg leave once more to repear to Your Lordihips ou 
| of My Sermon preach'd at Sr, Paul's. I would not (I there lay) be Miſundere 


+ 


| 
: 
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flood, as if Tintenaed to caſt the lea Invidious Reflection upot That Indulgence, 
which the Cyvern ment hath Condeſcended to give them; which I am ſure, all 
Thoſe, who Wifh well to Our Church, ure ready to Gant to Conſciences truly 
(cruput.us ; tet them Enjoy it in the full Limits the Law hath Preſcrib'd. N 


My Lords, This then was, and ſtill is My ſincere Opinion, nor am 


conſcious that I have utrered one Word Inconſiſtam with it. 1 have indeed 


| Blam'd, and perhaps with jome Warmth, and Earneſtneſs Blam'd, the A- 
buſes, which Nen of no Conſcience, have made, of the Legal Exempri- 
on, granted to Conſciences truly fcrupulos: nor con'd I think that thoſe 
Reprehengons of Mine, weuld have drawn upon Me the Diſpleaſure of 


any Since | | 
| - Deifts, and ſuch as, under the Umbrage of That Act, which permits 


Chriſtian, which were Levell'd againſt Hypocrites, Socinians, 


Proteſtant Ditlenzers, . an rhole Only, to ſerve God, every Man in his 


| Own Way, think themes at Liberty co be of no Prorejtanc Cogent 
1 | 5 £ ; | v 
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on of no Religion at all. I will farther: ingenuouſſy Own to Yotr Lordſhips 
I chat I had in my Eye ſome Abuſes made in that Act by the Diſſenters them- 
1 ſelves; whch I am old, do (both Paſtors, and People) rarely Obſerve rhe 
ho | © Qualifications preſcrib'd by That Act; and who Erect Seminaries for E- 
ir | ducatring Yourh in Principles oppoſite ro the Doctrine, Diſcipline, and 
m | Worſhip of Our Church: whereas Thar Act was intended for the Eaſe of 
| Thofe Minds through the Unhappy Prejudices of Education, were already 


N., Eſtranged from the Church; nor, as I humbly conceive, to Indulge Men 
ck | In taking the moſt effectuval Methods to Propagate, and Perperuate Their 
c- | Schilm. My Lords, of any Favours to Difſenters Granted, or Intended by 
es {| the Law, I have no where Complain d; of Toleration, a word unknown 
T4 to Our Laws, and Implying, as I am inform'd, much more than Our Law- 
* | Givers Deſtgn'd, if I have ſaid any thing Offenſive, I may, I hope, reaſon- 
83 ably Preſume, that it will not be Judg'd by Your Lordſhips in any wiſe ro | 
2 Reflect on Thar Act of Exemprion, which I haye ſpoken of in Terms, no 
ſe ways, Ithink, Misbecoming a Good Subject, or Betraying any want of 
» | Chriſtian Moderation. Nor is there, My Lords, any Want of it, I con- 
'” f geive, in Affirming that this Act, which Relieves ſome Diſſenters from 
X- | Legal Puniſhments, to which they were before Obnoxious, hath not at a- 
ut | ny ways Alter'd the Nature of Schiſm, or Exringuiſh'd the Obligations o 
nd | Church-Communion ; which is an Evangelical Duty, incumbent on All 
he 1.” Chriſtians, by rhe Rules of the Goſpel, Antecedent to all Secular Laws, 
15 and can by no Human Power be Diſpens d with. If the Church of England, 


My Lords, impoſes no Unlawful Terms of Communion, as She certainly 
I does not, then all Separatiſts from Her Communion, will, norwirhſtanding 
-al the Indulgence, continue to be Guilty of Schiſm ; The Conſequence of 


o Which Gullt, may ſtill reſt upon their Sou's, however it may ceale ro Af. 
be. \ fect their Bodies, or Eſtates. For as no Human Law can render That Law- 
ful which God hath Forbidden, fo neither can it make That Void, which 
he God hath Commanded. My Lords, Iam Accus d, under this Head, of 
te, [ Maintaing, that ie 7s the Duty of Superior Paſtors to Thunder out their Eccle- 


4 Þ[taſtical Anathema's againſt Perſons Intitul'd tu the B-nefir of the Joleration; 
4 1 hope, ir hath eyidently appear'd ro Your Lordihips, that I Advance no 
% luch Poſition. sure I am, that My Words do not in themſelves carry ſuch a 
Meaning, nor does the Connexion of My Dilcourſe require Thar Senſe, 
or eaſily Admit it. Schiſmaticks, My Lords, are not the Only Perſons, 
againſt whom Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures may be Denounced ; the Works: of 
Darkneſs, which I reterr'd to, as fit to be Reprov'd, in that Part of my 
Sermon, where J ipeak of Theſe Cenlures, are of the {ame kind with Thole 
 mentton'd by the Apoſtle, whoſe Words I produc'd All Lewd and Immoral 
Practices; Againſtſcheſe, My Lords, and again t Hereties, and Blalphemies, 
(a Black Catalogue of which has been Diſpla d before Your Lordihips) 1 
thought the Anathema's of the Church wou dd be well employ'd ; ſuch An- 
athema's, I doubr nor, my Lords, would be ratified ia Heaven and would. 
therefore by any Power on Earth, be Irreverſible. As to Archbilhup G 
dal, tho' I may ſeem to have us'd ſome undue Afperity of £xpreiion con- 
cerning him, yet l charg'd him wich nothing but what } had good Grounds, 
tor, from Our Hiſtorians : Ic harh been made appear to Your Lordihips, 
rhat, on the Account of His Remiſſneſs in Church-Covernment, He Liv'd 
- and dy'd under the High Dipl eaſure of Queen H ibeth; and whether: 
_ therefore He, or That Glorious Quecn, ſhalt bear the Blame of his Diigrace- 
and Sufferings, is with all Humility ſub nitted to Your Lordhirp s. 
- I hope, My Lords, I ſtand Clear in Your Opinions, of che Charge and 
- | Vanc'd againſt Me, in ch: Two Firtt Articles; and as My owa Col. ciente 


! Acquits, ſo-I truſt Your Lordſhips will Acquit Me; of whatever is laid 16 
| My Charge in the Third. My Lords, I 3 have Suggeſted, nor do 
in my Conſcience Believe, that the Church is in the leaſt 2 or Adverſity 
Lem Her Majeſty's Adminiſtration. So far am I from any ſuch Thoughts, that 
Jam entirely fatisfied of Her being a moſt Affectionate Nurſing-Mother, to 
it. But] hope I may ſay without Offence, that the Church may be in Peril 


28 


from other Cavſes, without any Reflection upon Her Majeſty's Govern, 
ment, orany Contradiction to Het Royal Proclamaticn, and the Reſolution + | 
| of both Houſes of Parliament, Four Years ago. If the Church be in Dan- 
er, when the Chriſtian Religion is evidently ſo, I hope it will not be thoughr | | 
no Crime to ſay, it has ſcarce ever been in greater Danger then it is now, 

| ſince Chriſt had a Church upon Earth. For belt es That Deluge of Prophane- 

| neſs, and Immorality, which Overſpreads the Whole Kingdom; beſides the 
Variety, and growing Strengtꝭ of thoſe Schiſms which weaken and divide us, 
and of rhoſe Heterodox Opinions, and damnable Hereſies, which are daily 
Publiſhed and Propagated among us; I verily Believe, that never were the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt ſo Abus d and Vilify d, ned er was the Divine Authority of 

| the Holy Scriprures ſo arraign'd and ridicul'd, never were Infide lity, and Athe- 

| 2m it ſelf ſo Impudent, and Barefac d, never were ſuch horrid Blaſphemies 
Printed in any Chriſtian State, from the Foundation of Chriftianiry to thisDay. , 

| Ourof the many Inſtances of this Kind, which, being ready at hand, I 
| could have Produc'd to Your Lordſhips, I hate Selected a Few only ; but 

| Thole ſuch, as I am perſwaded Your Lordfhips could not hear without 

| Horror and Aſtoniſnment. Pardon me, My Lords, if My Apprehenſion of 
the ſad Conſcequences We may expect from ſuch Crying Abominations, 
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| bave forc'd from me ſome Expreſſions, which upon a Leis Occaſion might 
ſeem roo harſh, and vehement. A Man that Dreads no Danger from tuch rab 
| Unparallelb'd Iniquities, that do as it were call down God's ſevereſt Judg- {|  / 
ments upon that Poor Church, and Nation, wherein they Openly an Dar- W 
| ingly Committed, muſt be Dead in his Love for is Country, and Religion. Re 
If I have Diſclos'd ſuch a Frightful, and Deteſtable Scene of .Impiety, | gef 
| which by rcaton of Your Lorothips High Stations, and Great Employments, ral 
might rolbly lie Undiicoverd ro your Sights before; I ſhall think my ſelf Dit 
| Happy, whenever {hal befal Me, If I may by Gods Grace become the Mean 5 7 
I ſtrume ne, of putting a ſtop to that overflowing of ungodlineſs, and Blaſe \ anc 
phemy, which as yet no Laws, no Proclamauons, how well ſoever De- an 
fign'd. how often ſoever Repeated, have been able to Reſtrain. e gal 
Ner ought I, My Lords, to Forget, tho it was Forgotten by the Honour- 101 
[ble Managers, Another Ground of Danger arifing ro This Church from rec 
{rhe Attempts of Popilh Emiſſaries, by me mention'd, I hope without the 2 71 
[1 2: Offence, in My Sermon at St. Paul's, where, I ſay, It wire higbi to be of t 
w/o that Hhoſe Excelient Laws, made for the Defence, and Security of the Ail 
Church, were at preſent put ſtritity in Eæccution; for Roman Cathelick Agents, 4101 
und Miſſiunariet, that e about this Great City, as twere in D:fiunce and Gr. 
Contempt of Them, wir” never more Buſie in making Proſelytes to thtir Superſti- for. 
hon and Idlolattv, aiid Pervertins and Debauchins Her Majeſiy's Subjetle in eve and 


by Corner of Gur Streets. J have not, My Lords, been called upon to Prove. j Par 
the Truth of this Pallage, nor has ic been Reckon'd amonſt the Fa'te Infin. 
uati us! have made that the Church 15 in Danger. J pray God, rhe Church ; of U 
may be in no 8 upon any of theſe Accounts! Her Majeſty, Your | 
Bordthivs, and the Commons, have indeed pravided againſt thele Dangers wh 
tby W ho.chme Laws, endl hope, I did not Exceed the Limits of my Fun- len 
IFFicn , whey, being call d to Freach, before Maęiſtrgtes, I Exhorted them Ma 
to Frevent theſe Vangers, by purting rave Laws {tridily in Execution. d 

Aae the InGignaticn 0i the Hlndurab.e Houſe of Conmnons, . 


0 Juſt wag be Your Lordſhi 8 moſt ſevere Reſefirments, if by any Par” 
me drawn, I had Inſinuãted chat rhe Members of both Houles, who 


5 Pafs'd the Vote concerning che Safe and Flourifhing Coudition of the 
at Church, had been Conſpiring its Ruin; I have already Purg d My ſelt from 
o This Imputation, by Obſerving, that the Parallel, aſcrib'd ro Me, Imph 


il that They who Vored King Charles the Firſt to be our of Danger, and | 
„ the who Conſpird his Death, were the very ſame Perſons, | 


n | 
_ ;, Whereas it is certain they were not; for, My Lords, the Vore abour - | 
. dhe King's Safety was Paſs'd by Lords and Commons a Year and Half | 
ut before his execrable Murther, which had been contriv'd by the Arniy, 
v, and was perpetrated by a pretended Ordinance of a ſmall Remnane | 
e- ꝓ of the Houſe of Commons (not a Tenth Part of the Whole ) after the reſt | 
e of the Menibers bad been Impriſondd or Secluded, and without the Concur- 
8, rence of the Houſe of Peers, who totally reſected it. You have had, my 
ly Lords, a very Different Repreſentation of this Fact made by one af the 
be Learned Managers: but this, my Lords, is the Real Truth, as recited in 
of ⁰ the Act of Parliament for rhe Artainder of the King's Murtherers; and is an 
e- Evidence, that I could nor poſſibly mean by any odious Parallel ro inſinuate, 
es tha the Members of both Houſes, who paſs d rhe Votre concerning rhe 

v.. Safety of the Church, were then conſpiring its Ruin. „ 

I I humbliy crave your Lordſhip's Patience yet a little further, whilſt T ſpeak 
N ro what is alledg'd in the Fourth Article, which charges me with many Crimes 
M ol a very high and flagrant Nature; none of which have been endeavoured 
* to be prov'd upon me, otherwiſe than fiom ſuppos'd Suggeſtions, and un- 
Ss, dectermin'd Expreſſions; and I muſt ſtill, with your Lordſhip's Leave. hum- 
ht «4 bly indſt upon it, that wheae the Expreſſions are doubtful, there the favou- 
(r W. , ⅛⁰ N ]ĩ - OO. 
g. _ Afrer all chat as deen ſaid by the Learned Managers for tie Commons, 


1. | Whar Minifter of State, I beſeech your Lordſnhips, have I been prov'd ro | 
n. | Reflect upon, directly, or indirectly 2 Where, and how do I, by any Sug- 


y, [ geſtion Charge Her Majeſty, or thoſe in Authoriry under Her, wich a gene- 
8, ral Male-Adminiſtratien? How do I perſuade Her Subjects to keep up a 
f Diſtinction of Parties, and Factions, Wille I reprove thoſe who divide us 
RH by knaviſh Diſtinctions, and while I perſuade my Fellow-Subje&s to loſe 
* and forget them 2 How is it poſſible, I ſhould ſtir up rhe People ro Arms 
e- and Violence, when Iam endeavouring ro convince them of rhe utter Ille- 
gality of Reſiſtance upon any pretence Whatſoever? Theſe Things, my 
2 lords, ſeem to be inconſiſtent, unleſs a Man may be thought a Rebel for 
m recommending Loyalty, or Seditious fur preaching againſt S edition. 
we - I remember, Ki at the opening of this Charge apainit me, chat One 
be of the Managers for the Houſe of Commons, vouchſaf d to otter his charitable 
be Ailiftance towards reconciling this ſee ming Incontiſtency ; for he was pleas d 
„ „ te ſuppoſe that, when [ ſpake againſt Re/iſt 91g the Sovereign, I had nor our 
id Gracious Queen, bur ſome other Perſon in view ; and that I might there- 
15 | fore agreeably to my Principles of Non-Reſiſtance, {tir up the Peop:e to Arms 


"a and Violence againſt Her Sacred Majeſty. Your Lordſhips will once more 
„ ardon my Earneſtneſs, if 1 call God to Witnets, tnat I utterly deteſt any, 

EG. lech Traiterous Intention; and 1 thould in my own Opinion be unworthy 
ch ; of the Name of A Chriſtian, if I could give my lelf icave to caſt ſuch a black 


ur and groundlels Impurarion upon any dne in like Circumltances-with Mine, 
rs who had given all poilible Evidence of his Duty and Aitection to the pre- 
n- ſent Government. My Lords, I have taken the Oaths of Allegigacz to Her. 
m Majeſty, and that of Abjuration againſt the Pretender, and warn therefore 


1 preach d the Ooctrine Nou Hiſtance, it is mo apparent, thai ch 
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F. vernment, which I perſwaded my Fellow- Subjects not to Reſiſt, is che pre- 
© {ent Government; and I humbiy conce1ve, chat the preſent Government 
can never be overturn'd, if it be never reſiſteem. ä Fairs 
How true a Zeal and Affection I have always born to Her Majeſty's Maj 
| Perſon, and Government, I leave to be Judg'd by your Lordſhips, and the | 2 fe 
| whole World, from thoſe publick Demonſtrations which J have given of ic, — 
at ail times, when I had occaſion to make mention of either. I hope, you.. ſtilli 


Lord{lups wal pardon me, if I refer to ſome of my own Printed Expreſſions, „ UP | 
as an evident Proof of. my unfeign'd Duty and Allegiance. If, to call it | mie 


| rhe moſt ineftimab.e Bleffing this Nation could Enjoy, that Her Majeſty, | wife 
the good and pious Relict of the Royal Family, firs now happily upon rhe | - N 
T hrone ef Her Anceſtors; if to pray, that God may long preſerve Her for E 
the Comfott and Support uf the Church, as the only Security under God, it Pov 
has to depend ufon; if earneſtly to contend for the Safety, Rights, and leſs 
Eſtabliſhment of Her Majeſty, together with thoſe of the Church; if, ro | the! 
| vindicate Her Majeſty's Title to the Crown againſt the Uſurparions, Preren- | (ese 
ces, and Encroachments of Her Adverlaries, and to aſſert Her Right to che 5 5 by 
Throne to have been ſo clear, maniteſt, and undoubted, that even Her | Ft 
wWorſt Enemies (could ſuch a Pious Princeſs be ſuppos d to have amy) muſt Ac | Nc 
| Knowledge it; Thar She was proclaim'd as 'twere by the Voice of God, in | 8 h 
the univerſal Joy, Satisfaction, and Unanimiry of Her Subjects, mat Her {| Re 
perſonal Mei it exempted ſrom tha:,made Her worthy of a brighter Diadem 
than She wears: If, to perſuade Her Subjects with the moſt hearty Zeal, WY; 
and Gcner- fity, to enter ;nioa neceſſary War, tor the Defence of Her Ma- Ah 


jeſty, and the common Preſervation of our Church, Liberties and Conſti- „ 
tution, againita powerful Adveriary; if to beſcech God to proſper ſo good 


an Undertaking, to give an happy Event and Iſſue to ſuch a rightſul aufe, Aff 
to crown our A with Victory, and to make them as ſucceſsful as they alt 
|} Juſt and Honourable; And that, in order to this, we are all bound, borh | In 
in Duty to Gbd, and our Sovereign, as well as by our own latereſt, anu- { Cet 
nun-uſly and hear y to aiſiſt and ſupport Her under this great Undertaking, .., | Bf! 
as far as our Pray «rs, and Eſtates, Lives and Fortynes can ſerve Her; if to Pl 
per ſugde Her Subje tts, that the great nd threatning Dangers of our Ene- | Ac 
mies, ſhould have that juſt Effect upon us, to unite us, as much in our Pe- , 
ſolutions and Attections, as they do in our common Intereſts, Apprehenſions ly 
and Troubles ; if to fer out the Bleſſings we enjoy in the wiſe Conftiturion | BY 
| of our Government, and Laws, in the moſt refind Policies of our Parlia= | Pe 
ment, and Miniſtry, in the Strength and Number of our Armies, Fleers, | © 
aud Conte cates, in the Care and Watchful Vigilance, the Courage, Reto- | 0 
lution, and Conduct of our General and above all in the Piety and Prudencs | J* 
| of our moſt gracious Queen; if, to affirm that the daily gives freſh Inſtaun- | 5 
ces of Her Wiſdom, in the happy Adminiſtration of Her Government, and 8 


in nothing more ſhews Her Poly, and diſtinguiſliing Judgment, than in 
making Choice of luͤch Mäiniſters of Strate, who are acceptable to their 10 
Tcuntry, and expreis ſuch a Zeal. and Steadineſs in its Service, and true 


ntercſts, and whom nothing could Bribe, or Betray into a Party, wherein B 
| irmighr any ways ſcem to be endanger'd ; if, with rhe moſt ardent Requeſts | © 
to implore God's Providence, which through ſo many Dangers and Ditii-- I 
cui ties has rais d up, and preſerv'd Her Majeſty, xo carry on thele glorious V 
| . Uncertkings with Succels. that dhe may be able to reſtore and feur.c the = 
Peace cf Eirope, in its juſt Rights and Limitations; aud that, as God has s 


| befiow'd a Crown upon Her in this World, as the Reward of theſe Heroic | 
and Pious Deſigns; lo, alter a long Rein here, he would adyance Her ro |, + 
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tal Crown hereafter; if this, my Lords, I fay, is falſely and maliciouſly 70 of| 
| ſuggeſt, that Her Majeſty's Adminiſtration both in Eccleſiaſtical, and Civil A'S 


a ge eral Male-Adminiſtsation ; if this be, as an Incendiary, to perſuade 
Her Subjects ro keep up Diſtinctions of Factions and Parties; if this be in- 


5 


Reverend Lord, that now firs on the Bench of Biſhops. 


in my lwpca. ment to be Wicked, Seditious, and Malicious; 


an higher Throne in Heaven, and Dignity Her with a piorious and iImmor” 


Fairs, tends to the Deſtruction of the 2 5 if rhis be charging Her“ 


Majeſty, and thoſe in Authority under Her, both in Church and State, with 


ſtilling groundleſs Jealouſies, fomenting deſtructive Diviſions, and ſtirring g 


up Her watt ny Subject, ro Arms and Violence, againſt any but er E- 
mies, then, y Lords, I am guilty of this Article of Impeachment; other- || 
wile, an eee e 3 

My Lords, I have always thought it my Duty, upon all Publick Occaſi- 
ons to Aſſert theſe Principles of Loyalty, and Sul: jection ro the ſupremo 


Power, whenever I had a proper Call fo to do; of this there are nu nber 
leſs Witneſſes in thoſe ſeveral Places to which I have bel ng'd. One of 


theſe I beg leave of your Lordſhips particularly to mention, Magdalen Col- 


| lege in Oxford, whereof I am at preſent an unworthy Member; and which 
by the known Sufferings of rhe whole Body for the Church, and Conſti- 
tution, contributed as much towards rhe late Happy Revolution as any Socie- | 
ä 8 in the Kingdom. To which H nourable gory I humbly appeal for my 
1 70 


haracter and Behaviour. I could alſo A peal 


r the ſame to a Kight | 


Nad it been fir ro have rroubV'd your Lordſhips with Evidence of myhear- 


ty Affection to the preſent Government, I could have produced them in 
great Abundance, from the Perſons with whom TI have convers'd, from the 


Gentlemen whom [I have bred up, and from the Congregarions to which I | 
have preach'd. If my Principles had any Tendency rowards Alienating the 


Affections of Her Majeſty's Subjects, ſurely ſome «ne Inſtance of my Diſloy- | 
alty to the Queen, ſome favourable Expreſſions towards the Pretender, ſome 


Indications of my diſlike to the preſent Settlement, and the Proteſtant Sue. 
ceſſion, might have been pitch d upon, and expos d ro your Lordſhips, in 
order to juſtitie the Charge of Sedition againſt me. But I cannot, bur wich 


Pleaſure, obſerve to your Lordſhips, that from rhe whole Courſe of my 


Actions, no one Inſtance of that Kind is alledg'd, or ſo much as pretended. 
My Lords, the Charge of wickedly Wreſting divers Texts of Scripture 


lyes very heavy upon me, as a Chriſtian, and --iniiter of Chriſt, If I am 
guilty of ir, there is another Tribunal, another Bar at which I am to ap- 
| pear, and where by that Scriprure, which [ have Wreſted, I thall be Judg d, 
| and Condemn'd. In he mean time, my Lords, I hope thar thoſe, whole 


articular Profeſſion, and Studies qualify them to be the moſt competent 
Judges of ſuch Matters, will abſolve me in this Particular. _ 

* Upon the whole, therefore my Lords, I hope it appears, that I am not 
guilty of any of the Crimes of which I am accus d, thas I have tranſgreſs d 
no Laws of the Land, neither Statute, nor Common Law, relating either 
to Her Majeſty, gr my Fellow- Subjects, to the Church, or to the State; 
and that I may wirh all Humility apply do my own Caſe, the Words of that 
Beſſed Apoſtle,, whoſe. Doctrine I defend, and whole Example I hope 1 
ſhall have the Grace to follow, neither againſt the Law, nor againſt the 
Temple, ndr againſt C.e/ar, have I eff:nded any Thing ar all. | 
What I have hitherto humbly offered to yourLordſhips relates ro my Words 
and Actions; and as to the Thoughts, and Inte tions of my Hart, which 
are known only ro God, and my own Conſcience, and which are affirm! 


I call che 
the 


k * 
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ger, NI expect to be acquitted before God, and his Holy A 
alreadful Tribunal, before which not only I, but all the World, even your 
ordſhips, who nc fit in Judd upon me muſt appear, to be Acquitted 
A or Condemn'd; that I had no ſuch Wicked, Sedirious, or Malicious Inten- 
Tions; that there is nothing upon Earth, I more deteſt and abhor; that my 


PLOUS Man- 


3 


aſperſe rhe Memory of his late Majeſty, to traduce, or condemn the late 


lament. So far was I from deſigning to undermine, and ſubvert Her 


| Fity. So far was! from intending, to pertuade Her Majeſty's Subjects ro 


ro lay aſide all 
j ns ent to their Governors, and to 9 * the preſent Eſtabliſhment. So 
far was I from dehguing to defame 


infuſe any unduritul Thoughts of Her, that I not only pay Her all Honour 


from being i Danger from Her, that She is as heartily sffected to its Eſta- 


Her Sacred Perſon and Government. 


no occaſion in either of my Sermons to take Notice of it, 1 do 
no where in thoſe Sermons Mention it, nor ſay any thing that 


Can be Ixterpreted to have any View towards it Therefore tho! 
cannot with my Application apprehend, how it comes to be 
| ſaid in the Preamble ro my Impeachment, that I had Deſign'd 
to undermine and Subvert it, yet I ſhall gladly take chis Oppor- 


runity, of Declaring my Self, before your Lordſhips upon nt 
| Subject, It is my Sencere and Hearty Prayer, that God would 
33 the Life of her Moſt Sacred Majeſty, whoſe Exemplary 


, 


| that he would Bleſs Her Countels at home, and her Arms Abroad 
| and make her Reign exceed that of Her Renown'd predeceſſor 
Cuseen Elizabeth, in Length as well as Glory. But when the Ja- 
| bcretrix: Of the Bleſſed Martzz's Crown, and Piety, when ſhe the 
| Deſire Of eur Eyes, and Breath af our Noſtrils, ſhall fill of Years,and 
| Honour, be Gather*d to Her-Fathers, and exchange Her Temporal 
for an Immortal Crown ; (ſince we are Depriv'd of thatiPrince her 
LIROTAL OFFSPRING, Whoſe loſs no true Lover of his Country 
and of the Royal Family can ect upon without a 1 
— — „ . 
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1 _ ar thar | 


| Deſigns were, in every reſpect, directly contrary. I had no Intention ro | 
| happy Revolution, or to arraign the Relolutions of both Houſes of Parlia- | 


| Majeity's Governmeur, and the Proteftazr Succeſſion as by Law Eftabliſh'd, 
that it was my ſincere Intention to exert my beſt Endeavours for their Secu- 


keep up a Diſtinction of Parties, and Factions, from ihftilling groundleſs 
Jealouſies, fomenting-deſtructive Diviſions among them, or exciting and 
ſtirring chem up ro Arms and Violence, that my im was to perſuade them 
iſtinctions, to unite in one, well compacted Body, to be O- 


er Majeſty's Adminiſtration, or co 1 
and Obedience, but am from the bottom of my Soul zealouſly, and affetii- ; 
onately Loyal to Her, being entirely perſuaded, that the Church is fo far | 

liſnment, and Yroſperiry, - as I hope I have always ficw'd my ſelf to be to 1 
As to the Proteſtant Succeſſion by Law Eſtabliſhd, tho the | : 
Doctrine which I Preachd, tends to the Security of it, (as ! 
heartily defire every thing by me ſpoken ſhould tend) yet having 


oon and Piety, give us the beſt hopes we have of Averting 55 
; That Vengeance, Which is due tothe Michedneſs of the Age we live in 5 
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Heart, and whom God in his Anger took from us. becaufe W 62 
were Unworthy of fo Ineſtimable a Bleffing, ) I Earneitly peſeech 
God, in defect of future ſue from her Majeſty, to Perpetuate 
| the Succeſſion of the Crown, as it is Eftabliſh NOIL 
Illuſtrous Houſe of Hennower, 2vhich I look upon as, next to his Providence, 
the Beſt G 


'd in the moſt 


rd We have cgainſt Popery end Arbira Power, the Beſt | 


Security of Our Church, and of the Conſtitution of our Government , which » | 


u the Glory, and Happineſs of Our Own Nation, and the Envy of All | 
Others. And | cannot yet apprehend, bow the Doctrine, which I aue 

| Taught tends to Weaken, or Undermine it; nor in the Other Side, has 
the Doctrine of Refiſtsnce, which brought Her Majeſty's Royal Grand- 
Fatber to the Block, (ſuppoſing it a true Doctrine) comes to be Mention dg 
| or Thought of, much leſs ts be Induftriouſly Maintain d, as a Neceſſary 

And Indiſpenſible Duty, under the moſt Mild and Gracious Admini- 
ſttration of the Beſt of Queens. Nothing ſeems mere Strange than that 
t Reſiſtance ſhhuld be ſo carefully Taught under ſuch a Government, un- 
it be that Nen-Reſiſtance ſhould Overturn it. VVV 


So far was I therefure from having any of Thoſe Wickel, Malicious „ 


er Seditious Deſigus, which are laid to my Cbarge, that my Iutentions 
Vere, on the Contrary, to Inſtil the Principles of Loyalty, and Obedi— 


ence into my Fellom- Subjects, and withal to put a ſtop to That Torrent of 
Lewdniſs, Irreligion, and Atheiſm, of which I have given Your Lords || 
ſhips ſo many Flugrant Teſtimonies. © 3 
"hoſe Outrageous Inſults upon God, and Goodneſs, are ſo provoking 
that they may excule ſome Hear, and Severity of Expreſſion in a Miniſter 


of Chriſt, who has a juſt Senſe of Religion, a due Concrrn for the diſ⸗ 


-{-- chars: of tis Holy Function, or for the Honour of his Maker, and Re- 


deemer. And if any Objection be made againſt me, for treating with an 


unbecoming bitterneſs ſuch daring Rabſhekahs, who defy the Eiving God. 


I beg leave to Reply in the Words of a Reverend Father of our Church. Lee. 
them conſider what Moderation, and Tenper, a Man had need be of, that, that 
in Th:s Nation, and this Age ſhall ſpeak againſt Faction, Rebellion ( add, 
Deiſm, Tritheiſm, and All Sorts of Hereſy, Blaſphemy, and Atheiſm) without Ex- 


| tramdinary Severity. Nay, it 11 Our Duty in ſuch Caſes, to Expreſs Our Selves 


with Warmth, and Sharpneſs, according to the Example of Our Bleſſed Saviour 3 
who, tho Meekneſls it ſelf, could not but ſhew the utmoſt Indignarion ar the 
Profaning the Houſe of God® This is not, my Lords, to rail, but to re- 
buke ; and thoſe, who rid:cule or cenſure us for it, either have nor, Ipre- 
ſume, or will not own they have, a right Notion of the Dignity of our 
Office; will nor conſider, that we are the Ambaſſalors of Chrift, that we 
are commanded in his Name, to exhort and rebuke with all Authority ; 
and that Qur Authority is deriv'd from thoſe to whom it was ſaid by our 
Bleſſed Saviour, He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſech me, 
d:ſpifſeth hum that ſent me: Whatever Expreſſions therefore in my Sermons 
may have li, t from me, which ſeem lo far liable to Exception, as to carry 

à Senſe I never intended (as he muſt be an happy Speaker indeed, whoſe 
Words are ajtogether unexceptionable yet I humbly hope, rhe above- 
mention'd Provocations will Plead my Excuſe, or chat, at the very worſt, 
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| 7H. or even violent Expreſſions, ſhall not be deem'd High- Crimes 
ſhips, chat I could have no Temporal Intereſts to ſerve by the Dofrines I 


ful and loyal Subject. 
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World Principally Dependsupon it. 


Accnſation; or how to Defend my ſelf, when I knew not where 


commons were pleasd in their Replication to ſay, that they 


misfortune of falling under the Diſpleaſure of that Honourable 
Houſe, I might add, That of a Long and cloſe confinement, an 
'Expence nc ways propoitiond ro my circumſtances. Theſe my 
Lords, are afflictions which can be conceiv'd by no Body fo 


| and Miſdemeanours. I defire it may be farther confider'd by your Lord = 


{ advanc'd ; and therefore could have no Deſign in view, bur to diſcharge 
my Duty ro God, as a Minifter of Chriſt, und to my Sovereign as a faith- 


| My Lords, theſe things being humbly Offer'd tobe Conſi- 
| deratton of your Loidſhips, I hope, that what I have already 
| Suffer'd, as a Suppos'd Criminal, will be thought Sufficient Pu- 
niſhment for one, who has offended againſt noLaw yet in being. 
| t muſt be thought no little Griet, and Vexation to any Ingeni- 


| 1 fhould be Attack'd. So that after I had provided as particular 
an Anſwer as ſuch a General Accuſation would Admit of, the 


were ſeveral Things in it Foreign to the charge, to the great 


My Lords, as the Matter of my charge was highly e 
ſo the Form, and Manner of it ran in ſuch General, and Uns 
certain Terms, that twas impoſſible to know the Grounds of my 


eee Der o e 


well as by him, who has been ſo Unhappy as to Feel the weight 


of them, and among theſe 1 Reckon it not the leaſt of my ſuf- 


fering, that I have been for ſo long a time debariꝰd from taking 


eed to that Flock over which the He Gboſt has mode me an Over- 


er. For even ſince I had my Liberty, by the Favour of your 
Lerdſhips admitting me to Bail, I have purpolely avoided Do- 
rg any Part of the Duty of Function, or even appearing in 
Publick, leſt it ſhould Occation any Tumult or Diſturbanee ; as 


Py Neceſſary A4trendance on Your Lordſhipr from time t time, 
75 ſince been thought Unbappily to have dene, without any Fault of 
| 


ine, or the leaſt degrees of Encouragement given by Me, which I pre- 
iſs, in the Praence of God, to Abhors” | 


Al rheſe Circumſtances, My Lords, being conſider'd, together, ih tlie 
Publick Manner, the Length, and Solemnity of My Trial, before ſo Au- 
guſt a Court of Judicature, by which Means I am made a Gazing-Srock 


I have ſtood in this place day after day, to heat my ſelf accus'd of che Blacks 
eſt Crimes, and openly Revil'd ; LT have been Repreſented as a Papiſt in Diſ- 
" guiſe, as a Rebel, as an Enemy to Her Majefty's Perſon and Government 


lains: I have been call'd an Infignificant Tool of a Party, on the One hand, 
and a moſt, Dangerous Incendiary, on the Other, nay an Angel, that is a 
Devi, derach'd from the Infernal Regiors: All theſe things, I ſay, being 
conſider d, (and Your Lordſhips I am ſure, in tender Compaſſion to Meg 


Quality, . whoſe Magnificent Titles, and Splendid Fortunes, whoſe Heredi- 
tary Candour, and Genęroſity, inherent in Noble Bloud, Infeperable from 


Exact Skill in the Laws of this Realm, ſo eminently Qualify them for the 
Final Determination of Juſtice ; who are neither to be Sway'd by hopes, O- 
ver- ruld by Fears, nor Miſled by any falſe Prejudice, or Paifion.. If ir muſt 
be a Man's Misfortune, to Labour under ſuch hard Circumſtance as Mine, ir 


ges, who, He knows, will decide ir, with the ſtricteſt Imparcialliry, Equity, 
and Honour. Ge 


Fe Dodctrines of That Goſpel, whic' God Deliver'd unto Our Fathers, and Lou: 


| tis Apoſtles, as the Sacred Depiſitum of the Church, to be Maintain'd invio- 
lably in its Primitive Simplicity; when I conſider, What i che Caulſe for 


ny, to Recde from an N of Our Excellent Church, eſpecially fro 


th by Reproaches, and Afflictions, and a Spectacle ro the whole Worlds 


and a Fayourer of the Pretender, tho I Abjur d him, ( but not Forgot him 
as a Lear Perſon was pleas d to ſay) that is, as the Worſt of Perjur'd Vil- 


will confider them,) it is moſt certain, chat, whatever be Your Lordſhips 
Determination concerning Me, Icannot eſcape without being » very Great 


Sufferer, and J ſhall have been abundantly Puniſh'd, rho' I ſhould have the 
Happineſs to be by Your Lordſhips at Laſt Acquirred N 


Vet I cannot Reflect without Comfort, (the Greateſt of Comforts next 


0 Thar of a Good Cauſe, and a Good Conſcience) that I Aniwer for My 
Self this day before rhe moſt Illuſtrious Aſſembly in the World, the whole 


Body of the Nobility of Great Britain; whoſe Princely Extraction, and Aigh 


the Birth, and Education of Peers; in a word, whoſe Solid Judgment, and 


is no mall Migitation of Them, that He Pleads His Cauſe before ſuch ]ad- 


And when J conſider that Lnow ſtand; and am Iudg'd. for ſome of che 


My Lords the Biſhops, Their Succeſſors, have receiv'd from Chriſt and 


which I am this Day call'd inQueſtion; that it is ce ofthoſe Eternal Truths 


which You are ſo Solemnly Commiſſion d ro Teach, and earneftiy conten« 


for; when I conſider, chat tis what Our Bleſſed Lord and h's Apoſtles ſeał d 
with their moſt Precious Blood, and ſo many Primitive Martyrs Maintain'd 
even in the midſt of Flames, ſo many Learned Biſhops, and Confeſſours 
Recommended to Poſterity in Theirlmmortal Writings, as rhe Diſtinguiſu 
ing Badge, and Glory of Our Reformation; nay, when 1 conſider, that 
tis hat You Your ſelves have already ſurported with Inconteſtable Reaſon 
and Authority; it is no ſmall Satisfaction ro Me to think, that as You 
ord{hips are My Judges, fo, I hope in God, You muſt be My Advocates 
hat a Guilt, as well as Diſgrace, would it juſtly Devolve upon the Cler 


what has been ſo long Rerain'd, and Boaſtet of, as its Peculiar Character! 
By Abondoning which We muſt Relapſe into ſome et the worſt Dotrine 
even of Popery it ſelf, and render Our Selves the moſt Contemptible, a 
well as Inconſiſtent Church in the World! I th nk, I may therefore wid 
Confidence uſe the Words of the Grear Apoſtle to his Acculers 5 Hog 
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ing Agreeable ro the Word of God, and to the Doctrine of Our moſt 


Excellent and truly Apoſtalical Church. and which We of the Clergy re 
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cription, and Oath to Acknowled; 


Oblig'd both by | and owleape, ahd Defen 
And how. hard are Our Circumſtances, if We muſt be Puniſ} 1. chi 
World for Doin chat, which if We do nor, We qhall be x re heavily 
Pun:ſh'd in the Next! What a Condition are We in, if We are Comman- 


ded ro Cry aloud and Spare not, wo Eukort, Rebuke, in Seaſdn, and our of | 


Seaſon, on the one Hand, and Proſecuted, Impriſon'd, Ruin'd on the O. 


ther! If this be Our Caſe, who indeed is ſufficient far theſe Things? And 


bow truly may We of the Miniſtery above all Men Living; Apply to Our 


Selves thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, N in thit Life only We have Hope. in 


Ebriſt, Ni are of all Men moſt miſerable : Bur Our Comfort is, thar Out 
Hope in Chrift is nor voy pf this Life. Juſtly might we be Reproach'd, and 
and Deſerve ſome of thoſe Reflections, which in che Licenrious Times are 


ſo plentifully pour d upon Us, were We not 8 to Practiſe the Doctrine 
; 


We Preach, of Self-Denial, raking up Our Cro 


and patient Submiſſion 


to Sufferings and Ai ction! Fer my Own Part, it matters not what be-. 
tomes of Me, nor is My Deliverance, or Ruin, of any Moment to he 
World; or, if it be, Þ am ready not only to be Bound, but to Dye, could I by | 


That do Service ro My Queen, My Church, or My Country ; neither count 


try, which I. have receiv'd of che Lor Jeſus. But may Gad fo Direct 
'Your Lordſhi ps, that through Me a Wound ma not be Given to the Doc- 
Pines of the dee ad of the Church, v ich Chriſt hath purchas d 
with His Own B 31 2 | 25 3 
Lordinips Judgment; be it what ir will, One Thing I am ſure it can never 
take from Me, the Power, of. wiſhing and Praying, and (whether in 
Proſperity or Adverfity, whether Iam Acquitted, or Condemmd) I ſhall al- 
ways Pray for the Queen My Sovereign, for Your Lordſhips My Judges; 
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ſh'd in this 


Imy Life dear, ſo chat I might Finiſh my Courſe, with Joy, and the Mini- 


I And ſo, with all Humiliry and Reflgnation, 7 ſubmir My Self ro Your 
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r, My Lords, if have commited any Faults or Errors in Expreſſion, yer 

as I infiſt vpon My Innocence with reſpect to All the High Crimes laid to 
1 I muſt ſtill inſiſt upon All the Doctrines which I have Taught, 
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and for the Commons:My Accuſers ; molt earneſtly beſeechng Alg, 
od, to Deliver all Orders and Degrees of Men amongſt Us, from Al. 
Falſe Doctrine, Hereſy, and Schifm, from Hardneſs of Heart, from Contempt of 
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